
SMPTE Report 

The Montreux International Symposium 
By Barry C. Detwiler 

Switzerland is truly international. 
This magnificently beautiful country 
of Alpine “skyscrapers” was an ideal 
setting for an international television 
conference. Visitors came from all over 
the world to Montreux’s International 
Symposium, the thirteenth held on the 
shore of Lac Leman. There was a large 
turnout, not only from Europe and 
North America, but from the Persian 
Gulf States, South and Central 
America, Southeast Asia, and China. 
Because of the large number of par- 
ticipants, lodgings were at a premium. 
Guests were booked in accommoda- 
tions up to an hour’s bus ride from 
Montreux. A conference bus was pro- 
vided for the convenience of the par- 
ticipants. 

At the symposium, some of the 
topics demonstrated and presented in 
technical papers were High-Definition 
Television, Multiple Analog Compo- 
nent (MAC) Television, Enhanced 
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Television (at the receiver), and Sat- 
ellite and Digital Systems. 

High-Definition Television 
Of particular interest at this Sym- 

posium was a series of high-definition 
TV demonstrations produced by six 
European broadcasting organizations. 

‘These productions, the first of their 
kind in Europe, were presented in 
wide-screen 3 5  HDTV. 

Organized by HDTV advocate Jo- 
seph Flaherty of CBS, the productions 
were prepared by SSR of Switzerland; 
ORF, Austria; SFP, France; TSS, 
Soviet Union; BBC, United Kingdom; 
and RAI, Italy. They were presented 
with two high-definition projection 
systems made by Panasonic. Besides 
these demonstrations, an entire day of 
the technical sessions was devoted to 
high-definition systems. The sessions 
included two papers: “High-Definition 
TV for Production,” followed by 
“Technical Considerations in Choos- 

ing HDTV Studio Standards and 
Problems of Broadcasting Distribu- 
tion.” 

Enhanced Television 
Kerns Powers, RCA, presented the 

view that the industry need not con- 
centrate on HDTV systems with 
greater bandwidth and a higher num- 
ber of scanning lines. He emphasized 
that many improvements are possible 
to enhance the performance of home 
receivers, and that developmental work 
should be concentrated in this direc- 
tion. 

Philips announced a CCD field store 
and demonstrated a technique for se- 
quential transmission of color infor- 
mation, with reassembly being per- 
formed at the receiver. 

Satellite and Digital Systems 
Direct broadcast satellite systems 

were the subject of a full-day program. 
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General Electn'c Professional 
Large Screen Video Projection 

With General Electric's exclusive system for bright, sharp 
professional-quality pictures, up to 25 feet wide, General 
Electric Professional Large Screen Video Projectors are 
making presentations more dramatic, more productive, and 
more convenient. 

Whether videotape, live transmission, TV programming or 
data direct from your computer, the pictures projected can 
be seen by everyone in the room, all at once, even when 
room lighting is provided so viewers can take notes and 

View from ringside transmitted live to guests in Caesar's Palace 
lounge. 

refer towritten material. 
The color projectors show every viewer the same 

accurate color reproduction. An exclusive General Electric 
system registers the colors for you, eliminating time- 
consuming manual adjustments. 

Portable and flexible, General Electric projectors are 
being used in a great variety of applications, including both 
rear and front projection. Ask our applications experts 
whether yours can be added to the growing list, which 
includes: 
Education: Medical, dental, engineering, computer science 
instruction. 
Business: Sales meetings, industrial training, product 
presentations, real-time display of computer-generated 
data, teleconferences. 
Entertainment: Theatre television, closed-circuit TV 
events, overflow crowds, special effects. 
Television Production: Backgrounds for news programs, 
special effects, data display, program previewing. 

Call or write: General Electric Company, Prolection Display View from rpacecratt transmitted live from NASA to sell-out 
planetarium crowd. Products Operation, Electronics Park 6-206, Syracuse, NY 

13221. Phone: (315) 456-2152. TWX710-541-0498. 

View from finish-line projected in racetrack lounge is preferred 
over grand stand by many patrons 

View from armchair at home is duplicated between races to draw 
extra admission fee at racetrack lounge. 
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STANTRON VIDEO CENTER 
Designed primarily for 

production and post-production 
facilities, the modular “add-on” features 

give maximum flexibility in 
designing console arrangements. 

STANTRON VIDEO CENTER 
CATALOG #200, please 

call or write. 

For a FREE “ALL NEW’ a 
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L- 
mailing addressr P.0. BOX 9 1 5 8 ~ ~  * -  No. Hollywood, CA 91609 U.S.A. 

Toll Free: 1-800-821-0019 
No. Calif. Toll Free: 1-800-821-0020 

So. Calif. please call 1-213-875-0800 
factory: . 3 8800-6918 Beck Ave., NO. HOllVWOod, C 1  @lsOS U.S.A. 

A paper from the United Kingdom on 
a 12-GHz DBS system, and another 
from France on the use of satellites for 
Eurovision were presented. Three 

supporting papers dealt with multi- 
national satellite use. Other papers 
were given on spacecraft, receivers, 
and scrambling. 

An entire day was also devoted to 
the topic of Digital Systems. Two of 
the papers presented were “lmple- 
menting the TV Digital Standard” and 
“Progress on Digital Recording.” 

In  a room at the Pavilion (away 
from their booth), Sony demonstrated 
the latest DVR prototype. Its major 
fcatures were multi-standard (NSTC 
or PAL) recording capability; use of 
the SMPTE/EBU world standard for 
digital sampling rates, 13.5 MHz, 
4:2:2 family level (luminance and color 
differcnce signal bandwidth-ratios); 
and dual standard simultaneous play- 
back with a new Sony standards con- 
verter. This demonstration exhibited 
excellent quality imagcs in slow or fast 
motion, as well as multi-channel digital 
audio. 

William Connolly, CBS, prescnted 
a papcr on the physical cassette pa- 
rameters work of the SMPTE Digital 
Recording group he chairs. 

RCA demonstrated a charge-cou- 
pled device (CCD) color camera, 
which was said to be a major break- 
through. Performance characteristics 
include high sensitivity, adequate 
resolution, and no lag. Visitors were 
impressed with the camera’s handling 
of specular highlights, even in 10,000: 1 
ratios and a smooth image gradation. 
The demonstration compared the 
CCD camera in a split-screen demo 
with a normal high-quality tube 
camera. 

SMPTE Booth 
On duty at the SMPTE booth at the 

conference were Lynette Robinson, 
SMPTE Executive Secretary; this 
writer; and Eva Patten, the tri-lingual 
Swiss woman who helped answer 
questions from our international visi- 
tors. High interest was shown in the 
SMPTE by many of the attendees. 
Many joined the Society at the sym- 
posium, and several from our home 
continent said it was good to see the 
SMPTE rcpresented in Europe. 

Thc Montreux Symposium was a 
meeting of East, West, North, and 
South for the bcncfit of better televi- 
sion communications. The consensus 
seemed to be that it accomplished the 
purpose well. 
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ALLYOU NEED 
TOKNOW IS 

Why? Because we’re the professionals’ 
source for equipment and stages in 
the East. You get more than the latest 
in what you need. More than equipment 
to choose from. More service. 
More technical expertise. Even 

more than our rates, which are designed 
to help you stay within budget. 

Most of all, you get us to think with you 
and for you, to make certain what we supply 
is exactly right for you. 
That’s why so many New York productions 
start at Camera Mart. So should yours. 

Cameras/Lighting/Grip/Stages/ 
Editing/Sound and Video. 

The Camera Mart, Inc. 
456 West 55th Street, New York, 10019 

(212) 757-6977lTelex: 1-2078 
Sales 0 Service 0 Rental 
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